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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
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1. Whereas South Maunchuria, extending approximately to the Wlith parallel, was
primarily explored for gold by the Japanese, especially by the South Manchuria
Railrosd, North Manchuris was explored primarily by the Russians, especially by
the Chinese Eastern Railroad. In South Manchuria, gold mining is many centuries
o0ld. All the best deposits of alluvial gold had been exhausted and only deposits
of gold ore remmined relatively untouched. On the other hand, in North Manchuria
numerous deposits of alluvial gold remained untouched and the region as a whole
had not been thoroughly explored for gold. Therefore, the Japanese, with the
founding of Manchoukuo, concentrated their gold mining activities in North
Manchuris, mrticularly on the slopes of the Great Hsingan and Little Hsingan '
mountain ranges. :

2. The Manchuris Gold Mining Company, .which controlled all gold mining activity in
Manchoukuo, formulated & five year plan, 1937-1941. It provided for an 825%
increase in gold production, from a value of 10,024,000 yen in 1936 to
82,701,000 yen--equivalent to a production of sbout 30,000 kilogramg--~-in 1941,
The Company, in 1938, placed an order for the comstruction of 20 gold dredgers
in Japan, for use in large scale exploitation of North Manchurian gold deposits.
Two dredgers, previously ordered, had just been completed. OFf the 20 dredgers,
four were to be completed by 1939's end. 50X1-HUM -

3. The five yesar plan for gold provided for a certain percentage of the total outxmt
in 1941 to come from each of three main resions|

(a) The Heiho Gold District, which includes the regions of the Moho, Humaerho,
and Fabelaho Rivers, was to provide approximately 50% of the total gold
production of Manchuria. As of 1935, the Japanese were exploitingthis
district on & large scale;

CLASSIFICATION COM‘IDENTIAL/US OFFICIALS ONLY
STATE ¥ | NAvY ). QLELL DISTRIBUTION

ARMY X [AR X Fei [ ] [

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/17 : CIA-RDP80-00926A003200010018-8



Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/17 : CIA-RDP80- 00926A003200010018 8

CONFML/US OFF1:.:IS ONIY

- 2';

(b) The Chismussu Gold District, which includes the regions along the Wuatunho ~

River southwest of the town of Iopei and along the Wangmsho River southeast
of the provincial center of Chiamussu, was to provide about 33% of total
gold production. This district was explored by the Japanese beginning in
19353 and .

(c) Chientao Province was to furnish the remsining 17% of gold production. In
this area, old deposits of alluvisl gold were worked in the regions of
Tumentzu, along the tributaries of the Hunchunho River, and along the
tributaries of the Tumen river.

Other old deposits were worked in the late 1930s in other areas of the Eastern \
Mountain Reglon--Antung province and the eastern portions of the provinces of

Mukden and Kirin, The Japanese also explored extensively for gold in Jehol

province and believed that rich deposits were available there,

With the end of World Wer II, all mines under the Manchuria Gold Mining Company
ceased production. The Soviets, in addition to the equipment of industrial plants
in the area, must have appropriated Manchurian mining equipment, as gold mines in
the Soviet Far East badly needed such equipment. It alsc seems reasonable to
sgsume that once the USSR achieved control of China through the Communists, that
working of alluvial gold deposits in North Manchuris has been resumed. The
figures given sbove should serve as a useful guide to the rate of gold production
to be expected from that area. Work most likely is going forward along the

Argun River - the Kellari, Bystraya, and Chuerhgan deposits, the Amur River -

the Moho, Jeltugs, Humaerho, and Fabelaho deposits, and in the Chiamussu district.
All these deposits are near the Amur River, have good communications with the
USSR, and were previously explored and at times worked by Russisns. Gold mines
in these regions now may have had some of their equipment returned by the USSR,
or have been provided with new eguipment built in Soviet plants at Krasnoyarsk
and Irkutsk. :

Further information on the subject can be found in the following workss

(2) Gold Mining in Russia, E.A. Nasonoff, Shanghai 194k, Published by Nasonof?,
in Russian

(b) Some Reports About Gold Mining in Manchuria, 1930-34, Chinese Eastern
Raiiroad (CERR)., 1o Russian,

(¢} "Lecturss of V.I. Sourine in the Economics of Russis and the Econcmics of
the Far East", given at the Russian Commercial Institute in Shanghai, 1942-46,

(d) Esconomic Atlas of North Manchuria, CERR, Ha,rbing 1930. In Bussian,

(e) Useful Minerals in North Manchuria, E.E, Anert, Harbin, 1928.. Published by .
the Society for the Study of the Manchurian Krai, in Russian,

(f) Mineral Products and Resources of the Far East, B.P, Torgashoff, CERR, 1G27.
In Russian and English editions,

/

{

(g) Japan-Manchoukuo Year Book, 1939, Tokyo. In English.

(h) Japan-Manchoukuo Year Book, 1941, Tokyo., In English,

=end=
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